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They are freer than others from the private interests
which so often harm the public; observing celibacy, they
have nothing to survive them but their souls, and these
do not accumulate earthly treasures."

The States-General of 1614 came to an unsatis-
factory and inglorious close. It was the fatal weak-
ness of this body that it could only petition, it could
not decree; when its requests were presented to the
King, its mission was ended. As it had no control
over the purse, there were no means by which it
could enforce a speedy and a favourable answer to
its demands. The deputies of the third estate
wished to remain in session until the King had an-
swered their petitions; if they once dispersed, they
knew well that their cahiers would be of little more
importance than waste paper. But the Government
was eager to be rid of anything that bore the sem-
blance of a representative body. When, on the day
following the presentation of the cahiers, the depu-
ties assembled at the convent of the Augustines,
they found the hall empty of benches, and they
were brusquely informed that their meetings must
be discontinued. This announcement filled them
with dismay. A member writes:

" One would beat his breast, reproaching his own re-
missness, and would fain atone for a session so unfruitful,
so pernicious to the state and to the kingdom of a young
prince, fearing the King's censure when age should teach
him the disorders which the States had not removed, but
had rather fomented and increased. Another planned
his return, abhorred his stay at Paris, desired to seeate,ere The bishop sought t.o better the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 Holy Ghost to pay the
